


DUNSCORE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 25th August 2025 at 7.30pm in the Flying Pig, Dunscore 

1.   PRESENT:  Carrie McFadzean, Chairperson, Alan Todd, Deputy Chairperson, Lesley Ross, Minutes, Joe Cook, Treasurer, Peter McFadzean, Kate Duffin, Katharine Ellicott, Graham Walker and Keith Harvey.
2.   APOLOGIES 
Apologies received from Caroline Lester, Laura Creaney, Brian Johnston, John McIntyre and Andi Martin, Secretary.

3.   ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF MEETING OF PREVIOUS MEETING
Minutes of Previous Meeting were proposed by Joe Cook, Treasurer and seconded by Kate Duffin.

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES
a. Thanks from Carrie McFadzean
Carrie welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked all for attending on Bank Holiday Monday.
b. Hall Notice Board
It has been noted that this has not been regularly updated by the Community Council.  Kate has a set of keys which open all the boards within the village.  Action: Print of Correspondence and update the board.  Mr and Mrs Colin Mitchell to be given a copy to display.
c. Community Resilience Meeting
This is being held on Wednesday 8th October in Sanquhar and on Thursday 9th October in Castle Douglas – Action: Alan along with Keith will attend the meeting in Sanquhar.
d. RTS Switch Off
All house telephones will be transferred to digital, telephone considered older will not work.  Local residents that would like an old-style telephone for back-up, should contact BT Open Reach who may supply them with a telephone free of charge otherwise the cost is in the region of £65.  It was noted that this is not this is not the remit of the Community Council to relay this information to the public and should be the responsibility of your Service Provider.  This may affect resident’s that rely on Care Call, although special provisions should have already been made for the switchover.
e. Play Park Bench
Solway currently have this which is ready for collection – Action: Joe to communicate this with Caroline and liaise with Gavin Creaney who will be sorting out the base.
5. POLICE REPORT
The Police had nothing to report.  The advised that they cannot commit to attending Meetings therefore no visits are planned. It was suggested that try and commit to attending one Meeting.

6. FINANCIAL UPDATE
Joe gave a financial update as follows:

Dunscore Community Council - £1,632.66
Dunscore Community Council Gardening Group – £176.90
Tom Carrick Legacy Fund – £2112.51
Dalswinton Wind Farm - £0.00
Harestanes - £0.00
Blackcraigs Windfarm - £0.00
Carrie enquired if funding would be available prior to the Bonfire Night which is due to held in November – Action: Carrie to pass forms for Community Council Events to Joe.

7. BONFIRE NIGHT
Last year was a big success, there was approximately 628 people who attended the event.  This year it is expected to be around the 1000 mark – Action: Carrie will undertake following procedures prior to the next meeting of the Community Council:

· Apply for a Licence
· Apply for the Insurance
· Submit a Risk Assessment
· Liaise with local groups 

Action: Graham will liaise with Police Scotland with regard to the road closure during part of the Event.  The Mobile Fish & Chip van will be attending.  Mark will supply pizza’s, a local girl will supply the cakes and the Dunscore Women’s Rural will supply soup and hot drinks.  Last year the school’s Parent Council had a tombola stall and held a raffle - Action:   John, our Community Member will be asked to compere and do the music. Mike, the pyrotechnics engineer has volunteered his services for free – Action: Keith to double check if he would prefer to be paid. Brook Creaney has offered to make the Posters for the Event. Everybody is to Steward at the Event.

As long as people are not undertaking the same role on the night, Carrie does not mind who would like to come on board and there is room for one more.  There is no fixed entry fee, if people wish to donate on the night, they can.

The bonfire build will start around mid-October and will be laid out the same as last year – Action: Keith to supply lighting, generators, pallets etc.  The Sawmill has offered as much wood as we want however, lower pallets would be a preferable option.  Neil Little has been asked to dig out the turf and replace it back after the Event – Action: Keith to be in charge of the site.

The Community Council will purchase High Viz Vests along with collection buckets and hire 2 x portable toilets. There will be a meeting held prior to the Event regarding the mini fireworks. Walkie Talkies will also be available.  Everybody to be on site at 5.00pm.  The Event will open at 6.00pm and the Bonfire will commence at 6.30pm followed by the Fireworks at 6.45pm.

The Insurance has been costed at £161.87 however it was agreed to pay an additional £40 in case the Event has be to be cancelled.

Volunteers will be needed to help clear up – Action: Katharine to speak to the School Parent Council re: the Forum Group helping the next morning at approximately 9.00am.


8. CHRISTMAS EVENT WITH SANTA
Carrie will liaise with the Pre School to find out when they are holding their annual Christmas Fayre which will coincide with our Christmas Santa Night. Santa will be transported around the village – Action: Carrie will source the selection boxes, dress up as an elf and hand out the selection boxes.


9. NEW BUSINESS
Traffic Calming Measures
Carrie received correspondence from a local resident  who resides at Mansgate regarding traffic calming measures. The Community Council is very limited as to what we can accomplish addressing his concerns – Action:  Carrie to ask for signage and to respond to Mr Brunskill.

Tractors Through the Village
It was reported that tractors are sporadically going through the village.  However, it has to be as we are a rural farming community and during differing season’s tractors will have to drive through and in and around the village. 

EV Charging
Carrie has received a letter from a resident regarding the installation of possible EV Chargers.  Carrie looked into this.  EV Chargers can be funded through Transport Scotland but not on privately owned land.  Perhaps one could be erected at the school car park or at the village hall car park – Action: Carrie will email the resident her findings and advise them to contact Transport Scotland.

Falling Rendering on the School Wall
The rendering on the perimeter of the school wall is falling off – Action: Katharine to discuss this at the next School Parent Council Meeting and report back to the Community Council.

10.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will include discussing the Bonfire Arrangements along with our Annual AGM and will take place on Monday 27th October 2025 at 7.30pm in the Flying Pig, Dunscore. 

The Christmas Community Council Meeting will take place on Monday 8th December 2025 at 7.30pm in the Flying Pig.

Carrie thanked everyone for attending – the meeting closed at 20.36hrs.
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