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             DUNSCORE COMMUNITY COUNCIL  

Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 2nd March 2020 7.30pm

In the Flying Pig, Dunscore
  PRESENT:  Alistair McFadzean, Chairman, Allan Todd, Deputy Chairman, Lesley Ross, Secretary, Joe Cook, Treasurer, Cath Duncan, Gavin Creaney, Walter Patterson, Carrie McFadzean, Tom Spence and Graham Walker, Jim Dempster, Andrew Wood and PC Ian Harvey, 
 APOLOGIES 

Apologies received from Kate Duffin and Anne Hart.

COMMNITY COUNCIL MEETING

3.   ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF MEETING OF 20th January 2020
Minutes of meeting of 20th January were proposed by Allan Todd and seconded by Carrie McFadzean.

POLICE REPORT

PC Harvey attended on behalf of Police Scotland but arrived later than usual has he had been to some other Community Council Meetings.  There has been an upsurge in the theft of heating oil which is under ongoing enquiries.  There had been weapons stolen from a house in Sanquhar which have since been recovered and the culprit has been cautioned and charged.  In Thornhill there had been some attempted house break-ins whereupon a number of items have been stolen including a motor vehicle.  A person was arrested and has been remanded in custody.  There has also been a report of sheep worrying around Tyron and Moniaive.  It was noted that there has been some anti-social behaviour in Dunscore.  

Alistair had previously enquired if people were allowed to place stones in their grass verges – PC Harvey said that this was the responsibility of the Council.  They can also ask that they be removed and if damage is caused due to their placing, this could result in them being open to being sued. 

Police reminded members that if they note any suspicious behaviour, cars or vehicles they are advised to contact Police Scotland on 101.  If you see something that doesn’t look right – report it!

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES

Dunscore SWI

They applied for a contribution towards their capitation fees required for their Head Office at they are charged the sum of £26.00 per person.  They currently have 15 members.  There had been no decision made at our previous meeting but it was proposed that they be given a one-off payment.  Alistair read out a letter from the SWI.  It has been agreed to give them the sum of £500 with the view that for future payments they try and raise this fee themselves.  It was also proposed that the Community Council contact other groups who may require money / help.

Speed signs and funding – update
The Speed Signs had been erected but not yet activated.  Alistair enquired re: Insurance.  He had tried to contact various places to no avail.  Dumfries and Galloway Council have Liability Clauses.  Councillor Dempster said that should the Community Council gift the speed signs to Dumfries and Galloway Council then they would take ownership and be responsible for maintaining them – Action:  Jim to liaise with the Roads Manager.  Joe said that he had previously contacted the Council (Tony Tripping / Dean Armstrong) and they had said no.  It has been noted that the solar panel at the top is pointing up the way and the bottom one has been erected upside down.

Defibrillator

The defibrillator in the phone box has broken down.  Joe had purchased a new battery for the sum of £145.  Colin Mitchell emailed Karen Lewis at The Hub Dumfries and Galloway to explain that he had taken the non-functioning AED to the medical physics people at the Dumfries and Galloway Royal Infirmary who investigated why it was not working.  They found it to be irreparable as the parts required were not available. They offered Colin the broken machine back to which he declined.  In his email he asked Karen if the Community Council had any comeback on the suppliers.  Karen responded by explaining that the guarantee was for 2 years, we may be able to get a replacement but as the machine had been dismantled and was not available to return, the warranty would be void.  She noted that this is the first time that a defibrillator that has been sourced for Nithsdale, Stewartry Forum over the years has ever broken/developed a fault.  She has offered to enquire if the supplier would offer a special discount to help us purchase another one.  They may do this as the Hub is a long-standing customer.  

Colin has since contacted the Red Cross for costings, a new one has been priced at £1,200.  If it is purchased from them, they have offered to meet half the cost.  Alistair asked Joe if he could ask Elaine if Dunscore Surgery would consider placing one outside the Surgery at our cost.  It has not yet been decided if we go ahead and purchase a new one for £600.  Carrie asked if it had broken down due to no heat being in the phone box? – Action:  Allan to liaise with Graeme Campbell from Wallaceton.

d.  Dropped Kerb for Mobility Scooter

This has been done, very efficient Council.

e.  Correction to the Minutes of 9th December 2019

Roy is not a Community Council Member.

FINANCIAL UPDATE

Joe has a new bank account which is now up and running.  

	Dunscore Community Council (includes £1730.20 + £480.05 Admin Grant)
	£3,197.45

	Dunscore Garden Group
	£35.69

	Tom Carrick Fund
	£8,574.24

	Blackcraig Windfarm
	£1,550.00

	Dalswinton Windfarm
	£646.83

	Harestanes Windfarm (ANCBC)
	£0

	Everyone has been paid to date.  Blackcraigs to be used before the end of June.
	


NEW BUSINESS

Sustrans

Getting safer walking for children from Throughgate to Dunscore.  There is soon to be 7 children living within the Throughgate area and using this route to Dunscore Primary School.  Mr William Crawford is willing to lease the land provided a boundary fence is erected.  This road is currently a 60 mile per hour limit.  If the limit is reduced to 30mph then street lighting would have to be extended.  An exercise had been previously conducted by Dumfries and Galloway Council.  Councillor Dempster said that if the Community Council is intending to apply for funding then they would have to demonstrate a need for it – Action:  Cath to look into this.  Jim suggested that the Countryside Access Officer be contacted on 0333 333000 who would be able to help and liaise with Cath.  The Council is looking to make the catchment include Burnhead whose feeder schools will be Dunscore Primary and Wallace Hall Academy.

Correspondence

Letter received from Mr Jimmy Anderson

Mr Anderson contacted Alistair as a member of both the Gala and Speddoch Hall Committees.  He explained that he is often asked to print posters advertising events and these are displayed at Mansegate and Throughgate.  The only suitable point to place the posters is on the electricity poles which are okay if there is only one poster but not ideal for any more than that.  He wondered if the Community Council would consider erecting Notice Boards at these two locations, perhaps similar to the one in Dunscore or the one at Morrinton?  Councillor Dempster said that permission to erect the Notice Boards would have to be sought from the Council.

Letter received from The Royal Air Force

A letter has been sent to the Community Council from the Officer Commanding Base Support Squadron, Royal Air Force Spadeadam in Cumbria, namely Commanding Officer Jeremy Lawton.  His letter is regarding the upcoming 80th Anniversary of the Battle of Britain asking for our support in marking this historic occasion.  In his letter he noted that he had previously written to all of the parish, town and county councils on 2017 to support the Royal Air Force’s centenary year in 2018 as a regional event.  He was very pleased to be overwhelmed with the responses that he had received to this previous request.  The 80th Anniversary of the Battle of Britain will not be celebrated on the same scale, nevertheless his letter noted that “it is an extremely important milestone in both the Royal Air Force’s and our nations history.  It is also poignant as the people who count themselves as ‘The Few’ and lived to tell the tale of their heroism, are sadly dwindling and the time left to show our gratitude for their bravery is getting short.”  

The official dates of the battle are 10th July until 31st October 1940 with the annual ‘Battle of Britain Week’ scheduled to take place this year from 7th September to Sunday 13th September.  As this is the only Royal Air Force Station in the region CO Lawton is writing to all local councils in Cumbria, Lancashire and South West Scotland to ask if we would be willing to mark the anniversary in some way.  It could be any initiative, large or small, which promotes the 80th Anniversary.  The only thing that they respectfully ask is that we inform them about what we are doing so that they can ensure that this information is passed to the upper echelons of the Royal Air Force exactly how supportive South West Scotland is.  If we require any further information, we can either contact CO Lawton or their Communications Officer, Mrs Heidi Garstang.

Alistair enquired if the Community Council would consider doing flower tubs – Action:  Allan to undertake as the Gardening Group and to liaise with Anne Hart.

Potholes

Gavin reported the potholes but to date had not heard any word to say they had not been repaired.  There are a few bad potholes on road from Dunscore to Morrinton, the bad weather has not helped.  Councillor Dempster reminded the members that there was a dedicated website for potholes.  It was noted that it would be useful to use both methods of reporting potholes – Action:  Lesley to contact Fiona Daubney to get the website address.

OTHER MATTERS ARISING

Allan reported that the drains at Greenhead are getting damaged and that they need to be re-done – Action:  Allan to inspect with Gavin.  Councillor Dempster offered to bring along the Roads Manager to view it. 

Gavin reported that the school signs were due to be inspected on 12th March.  It was written on the post as having been installed on Private Property.  Gavin wondered if this was the reason as to why it had not been fixed? 

It was noted at the previous meeting that there was Timber Lorries going through the village, two come through around 4.30am on a daily basis.  Councillor Dempster advised that there is a dedicated timber plan route – Action:  Jim to contact Mr James England to confirm what their route should be.  Any new Council routes has to be agreed with the Timber Infrastructure Committee.  

Two sections of the forestry were cut down at Steilston.  An email was sent however, it was noted that we were never informed as to what was being cut prior to the cutting.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on 13th April 2020.

DATE FOR FUTURE MEETINGS

The scheduled dates are:  25th May; 6th July; 17th August and 16th September 2020 at 7.30pm in the Flying Pig.

Alistair thanked everyone for attending – the meeting closed at 20.35hrs

Councillor Andrew Wood and PC Ian Harvey arrived after the meeting had finished as they were held up at other meetings.  PC Harvey gave Lesley and update as what to include in the minutes.  Councillor apologised for being late and missing the meeting.
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