DUNSCORE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 20th February 2017 at 7.30pm 

In the Flying Pig, Dunscore 
1.   PRESENT:  Colin Mitchell, Chairman, Lesley Ross, Secretary, Alistair McFadzean, Walter Patterson, Morag McKie, Anne Hart, Kate Duffin, Michael Doyle, Carol Coutts, James Coutts, Alan Todd, Archie Anderson, Joe Cook, Treasurer, Fiona Daubney and Graham Walker.
APOLOGIES 

Apologies received from Simon Duffin and Councillor Andrew Wood.
RESIGNATION
Mr Hugh Hannay has tendered his resignation.

INTRODUCTION OF FIONA DAUBNEY

Mrs Fiona Daubney attended the meeting to introduce herself.  She has been newly appointed as the Ward Manager for Mid and Upper Nithsdale Ward with the Community Directorate for Dumfries and Galloway Council.  They have undergone a reshaping from 6 to 12 Ward Offices.

Part of her main roles is to engage with the community, community planning with the public, private and third sector, community development, community capacity building and support to Community Councils.

Fiona asked if the Community Council utilised the Community Council Enquiry Service.  Colin said that they had previously utilised this service.  Fiona passed a leaflet named ‘Community Council Enquiry Service – A guide to making an enquiry’ to Lesley for distribution – Action:  Lesley to distribute to members.
Kate asked Fiona to elaborate on her role.  Fiona gave an example as follows: Tynron were looking to obtain extra salt bins.  On their behalf Fiona investigated and found that there was no funding but knew of other means via a fund called Community Resilience Funding.  

Fiona further explained about a Community Asset Transfer which means that the Council is looking to hand over buildings such as Community Halls over to the community.  Land may also be available to the community for a little as £1.  Fiona is working closely with Councillors.  After the Elections this ward will have 3 Councils as opposed to 4.  

Fiona said that she will try to attend future meetings and Colin welcomed her to stay for the duration of our meeting. 
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2.  ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF MEETING OF 9th January 2017
Minutes of meeting of 9th January were approved – proposed by Archie Anderson and seconded by Alan Todd.
3.  POLICE REPORT

The Police did not attend the meeting.
4.  MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES
a. New summer seats –
Alan reported that he had looked at a location in Speddoch which was unsuitable also Keilson which would face the oncoming traffic as there is not enough road verge.  To date there is no designated site been chosen for these areas - Action: Alan to liaise with Roy and Fraser on their thoughts as to the other sites that had been discussed and whether there would be any objections to those.  The third site at Milton is less of a problem.  Colin suggested that they wait until a site can be located for Speddoch and then get all 3 at once.  
b.  Speed signs – 
Alistair reported to the Committee that in order to get 2 speed signs they were looking at spending between the sums of £6,000 to £7,000.  He said that they had a guarantor for £3,500 and there was another guarantor that could match this amount.  Alistair wondered if the Council would take over the maintenance of the signs.  It was suggested the Community Council write to both the Council and the Police in order to deal with the speeding problem.  Colin explained to Fiona that monies had come from the Community Safety Fund.  They have only one year to spend the money and may have to request an extension.  Alan reminded members that at a previous meeting the Traffic Police had promised to attend and to date this has still not happened – Action:  Colin to write a letter to Chief Executive, Head of the Council and a letter for an extension.   Walter further enquired as to who was responsible for the 20 mile per hour signs at the school which was meant to have been fixed long before Christmas.  To date only one has been sorted – Action:  Fiona to follow up on behalf of the Committee.  
c. 
Defibrillator for village

A defibrillator is on order and feelers have been put out as to see who would undertake the role of first responders , Colin reported that there has been a good of response.  There will be no security required as Colin had liaised with Karen Lewis who said that to date no access to defibrillators have ever had to be locked and no number will be required to operate it.  Kate has looked into the insurance which may cost approximately £28 per annum.  Colin informed the meeting that insurance will be included with the purchase of the AEDs and the training.  It has been noted that around the unit there will be an intermittent flash but hopefully this should not cause any problems.  Colin said that there is a defibrillator available within the Dunscore Health Centre.  Walter proposed that Thornhill Rotary Club may be able to give a donation towards the funding for the defibrillator as opposed to using money from the Tom Carrick Fund – Action:  Walter to approach Thornhill Rotary Club along with Morag to pass this request on.
d. Adoption of Phone Box 
BT are giving up the phonebox.  This has gone to the Council’s Planning Department.     
e. Dunscore Gardening Proposals

Colin received plans from Carol re: the garden round the Health Centre. He will scan these and send them to Janette Park of the Health Board. Hopefully a meeting can be set up soon.
f.    Request from Glenriddell Hall Committee for funding for retaining the Post Office in the Hall
Anne wrote to Mr Richard Arkless MP who had voiced interest in keeping the Post Office going.  Anne thought the problem had been solved and read out a letter she had received from the Post Office.  Their Network team had been asked to raise the issue with Mr Patel.  He will now be paying £6 per hour as opposed to £2 – Action:  Anne to write on to Mr Arkless MP on behalf of the Community Council to thank him.  Kate enquired if we should notify other Community Councils of our outcome and also Mr Patel as he may be interested in running the Auldgirth Post Office when their one closes in May.

g.  
Weekly Planning List

Lesley explained to the Committee that she had tried on more than one occasion to obtain the weekly planning lists on behalf of the members.  She had also contacted both the Community Directorate department and planning who had sent her a link.  She was unsuccessful in opening the link and had contacted Janet Johnson who had said that Planning were in the midst of updating their site as prior to her resigning she too had been unable to open the link.  Colin reported that he was presently being sent the list and was forwarding this on to members.  Lesley had also liaised with Ms Emma Berger who works within the Council who said that she would arrange to put Lesley on the list – Action:  Fiona said that she works with Emma and would approach her to ensure that this would be done. 

h.  
Church Clock

This is owned by the Community Council.  Presently there is no power left in the clock.  Michael suggested that as it has not been working for some time it may now need to be re-programmed – Action:  Colin to ask the builders re: this.
i.  Dates for future meetings

As Lesley works at the school they will be on holiday from 30th March until 18 April.  It is likely that she will be unavailable to take the minutes of the next meeting which is proposed for 10th April.  It was agreed to keep the date and someone else to take the minutes.  
5.  FINANCIAL UPDATE

Joe presented the financial update:
Windfarm monies have been in and distributed out

Admin Grant - £465.20

Community Council - £1,657.57

Tom Carrick Fund - £11,906.95

Dalswinton Windfarm – £105.29

Harestanes Windfarm - £330

Gardening Group- £92.48

There has been £17 spend from the Admin Grant on the web site.  It was further noted that the money from the Harestanes Windfarm must be spent before the end of Aug or it will be lost.  Bids for the Windfarm are to be discussed at the April meeting as the bids are to be in for 5th June – Action:  Colin to send Lesley a form to enable groups to apply via her as secretary.  We are due a further £2,000 from Harestanes in September and a further £4,000 from the Windfarm in November.  Alistair informed the meeting that any individual group can apply for a grant from Harestanes.
6. NEW BUSINESS
a. None to report.

7.  CORRESPONDENCE

1. Colin had no correspondence 

8. ANY OTHER COMPETENT BUSINESS

Litter
Alan reported that the litter was getting worse around Dunscore with a lot of empty carry-out food containers.  He also noted that Morrinton railway bank was one of the worst areas with rubbish and litter which included empty coffee cups etc.  Fiona enquired if the Committee had previously reported this to the Council and said that it could be reported via their web site.  In order to report an area an icon could be selected on this site along with the insertion of a post code which would then enable the council to pinpoint the exact place of the rubbish on a map.  She said that this website was also handy for reporting potholes etc.  It was easy to use as this icon was on the first page – Action:  For future reference, all Committee members to use.  Anne proposed that ‘Do not drop litter’ signs be erected as she had noted that Penpont currently display these signs.  Colin suggested we initially try the website to report these issues prior to going down the signs route.
Upkeep of local Road

Michael commented on the road at Corsefield as he had noted that it was in need of repair – Action:  This is to be reported online.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Monday 10th April in the Flying Pig, Dunscore
The meeting closed at 8.40pm.
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