DUNSCORE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 1st October 2018 at 7.30pm 

In the Flying Pig, Dunscore 
1.   PRESENT:  Colin Mitchell, Chairman, Allan Todd, Deputy Chairman, Lesley Ross, Secretary, Joe Cook, Treasurer, Alistair McFadzean, Morag McKie, Michael Doyle, Walter Patterson and PC Lee Smith. 
2.  APOLOGIES 

Apologies received from Archie Anderson, Carrie McFadzean, Anne Hart, Kate Duffin, Michael Doyle and Councillor Andrew Wood.
COMMNITY COUNCIL MEETING
3.   ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF MEETING OF 20th AUGUST 2018
Minutes of meeting of 20th August were proposed Alistair McFadzean and seconded by Morag McKie.
3. POLICE REPORT

PC Smith attended the meeting.  Local crime; nothing to report.  Bike stolen in Thornhill; fire raising in Speddoch, approx £10,000 worth of damage to a barn on Speddoch Estate.  As a result of this the Police are looking to up patrols in the area.  Suggested the installation of cameras around properties including Speddoch Hall. 
PC Smith reminded members that if anyone has any information whether it is minor please report it as this will be followed up.  She also handed out her card should members wish to contact her or alternatively they can leave a message or contact 101.

She also reported 2 frauds committed in Thornhill.  A person was contacted re: HMRC requesting them to enter into one of the local shops to obtain vouchers.  Luckily the shop assistants became suspicious and as a result of this vigilance no monies exchanged hands.  Another scam is one whereupon people are being contacted with reference to their television licences where they are being asked for their bank details.  PC Smith reminded members to never pass their bank details to anyone.

PC Smith reported that they had taken a call from Oliver Mundell’s Secretary with regards to speeding through the village.  In July 2017 a VAS Unit was placed at the roadside which recorded an average speed of 24mph.  The VAS unit will again be undertaking this task.  The Road Traffic Inspector has also advised that the traffic unit will attend when duties permit.  Hopefully this will be a deterrent.  Allan said that there has been speeding on the road towards Moniaive around Wallaceton.  PC Smith has said that she will attend Wallaceton with a speed gun.  She was asked if the Community Council could purchase their own speed gun.  She said that she had in fact attended another Community Council Meeting where this subject was also brought up.  If a speed gun was to be purchased then it was possible that the Police would have to calibrate which could be done via her.  PC Smith asked for an update on the proposed speed signs for the village.  Colin informed her that this was still ongoing.

It was noted that the school mini buses were travelling too fast.  PC Smith to contact Premier taxis and Ms Lyndsay Heron, Transport Co-ordinator with Dumfries and Galloway Council.
There are two new families living at Throughgate.  Alistair asked if there was any chance of getting a pavement installed from Throughgate to Dunscore.  PC Smith advised the Community Council to contact one of the Councillor’s or Fiona Daubney.  She said that she too would look into this further and liaise with a colleague namely Michael McDonald.  Colin thanked PC Smith for attending. 

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES

a.  Speed signs and funding - update
A letter is to be written to the Council as this is an ongoing issue – Action:  Colin to write on behalf of the Community Council.
b. “Keep Clear” road marking – Kirkgate – update? 
This task has been done.
c.   Teacher numbers at Dunscore Primary School
Colin liaised with the school who confirmed that this year they have lost a teacher due to dwindling pupil numbers.  They have just undertaken an HMI inspection with a report to follow.    
d.   Community Strimmer
This is to be purchased from Mr Michael Grieve, Parkgate via the Tom Carrick Fund.  The amount is approx £327.86 which is Vat incl - Action:  Allan will collect the strimmer and pick up the invoice to pass to Joe for payment.  
e.    Locking of school gates during holidays
Hopefully next year the gates will be able to remain open over the summer although they do sympathise with the school in having to lock them.
f.    Old Dunscore Graveyard

Currently ongoing as to date it is still in a state of disrepair.
g.   Tom Carrick seat near Speddoch Hall – update?

It was agreed to the bases for the seats are put in at Gordieston Brae and Speddoch Hall and to be purchased via the Tom Carrick Fund.  The seats are to be bolted into concrete – Action:  Joe to ask Gavin Dykes to put the concrete in and also cost the price of the seats to report back to the next meeting in November.  The colours of the seats are to be green for Speddoch Hall and blue for Gordieston Brae. 
h.    Litter Picking

Colin said that this had been organised by the Church Eco Group along with members of the Church.  There was a lot of rubbish picked up.  This duty will continue to be undertaken by the Group around the first Thursday of each month. 
i.   Proposed Windfarm - Stroanshalloch

Members were unable to attend this meeting.
j.   Salt bins

One has been filled and the other one is to be filled.

k.   Funds with Arts and Crafts Group

Action:  Lesley to write to this group and report back at the next meeting scheduled for November.

l.   Water at The Moat

The flooding is still ongoing and it was also noted that the hole causing the flooding has been cemented which has not helped this ongoing issue.  As this comes under the jurisdiction of Auldgirth Community Council a member will liaise with them – Action:  Allan to contact Alistair Melville – Action:  Colin to contact Councillor Andrew Wood.
m.    Clothing Bank

Lesley contacted the company who supplies the bin with regards to placing another one beside it.  They said that the person who owns the ground would have to agree to this.  Lesley further contacted Mrs Lee MacKenzie from the Pre-School who initially started the Rag Bag Scheme.  Lee agreed to contact Mr Crawford who owns the ground – Action:  Lesley to contact Lee for feedback with regards to her liaising with Mr Crawford to get the go ahead to place another bin beside the one already in situ.

n.    100th birthday celebrations

Colin thanked Allan, Michael and Lesley for attending Edith’s celebrations and gifting a card and flowers on behalf of the Community Council.  The photos that were taken were sent to the Dumfries and Galloway Standard who requested a written piece to go along with the picture – Action:   Colin to speak to Michael Doyle as he is a relative of Edith Graham.
6. FINANCIAL UPDATE

Joe gave a financial update as follows:-
Community Council - £1,415.74

Tom Carrick Fund - £9,728.73

Dalswinton Wind Farm - £176.17

7. NEW BUSINESS
a.  Plans for 100th Anniversary of end of WW1
Colin proposed taking some of the names from the War Memorial and finding out more about them or contacting any descendants in the village and perhaps asking Mr Gavin Dykes to play the pipes prior to the minute’s silence.  Walter suggested getting a Wreath.  It was noted that this is already done annually – Action:  Ideas to Colin.
8. ANY OTHER COMPETENT BUSINESS
The Cemetery gates need repaired along with the gates to the play park – Action:  Lesley to contact who is responsible for the repairs and arrange for these to be repaired and report back before the next meeting in November.
Dunscore Toilet Twinning.  Colin reported that Dunscore is to be an official Twinning Town and that a Certificate is to be presented on Saturday 6th October at Ellisland Farm between 11.00am and 3.00pm – Action:  Lesley to attend on behalf of the Community Council.
Alistair again raised concerns regarding the 4 children who now reside at Throughgate and walk to school – Action:  Colin to write to Mr Crawford with the proposal of creating a footpath along with Mr Craig Bennison, Chairman of the Dunscore Parent Council, Mr John Carter, Dunscore Primary Partnership Head Teacher and Sustrans Safer Routes to Schools.
Alistair noted that the grounds surrounding the Medical Centre have been strimmed and tidied up which now looks neat and tidy.
Allan reported that a local villager had brought to his attention that Dalgonar Bride was in a bad state of repair.  It was thought this was due to timber lorries going over it.  Allan produced photos that he had taken which showed that extremely bad cracks have appeared in it with 2 large ones being particularly prevalent.  It was questioned if this bridge was listed – Action:  Colin to contact the Council via their website and ask if the bridge is listed.
Morag reminded members that it is now about this time of year that the tulips are purchased i.e. winter bedding plants – Action:  Allan to liaise with his contact and report back to Morag.

9. DATE FOR FUTURE MEETINGS
The next meeting is the AGM which is to be held on Monday 12th November 2018 at 7.30pm.
Colin thanked members for attending the meeting which closed at 9.15pm.
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