DUNSCORE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 19th February 2018 at 7.30pm 

In the Flying Pig, Dunscore 
1.   PRESENT:  Colin Mitchell, Chairman, Lesley Ross, Secretary, Joe Cook, Treasurer, Morag McKie, Kate Duffin, Michael Doyle, Alistair McFadzean, Archie Anderson, Allan Todd, Carrie McFadzean, Gavin Creaney, James Edgar, PC Hayley McKerlie.
APOLOGIES 

Apologies received from Anne Hart.
COMMNITY COUNCIL MEETING
2.   ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF MEETING OF 15th JANUARY 2018
Minutes of the meeting held on 15th January were amended to read ‘Under Affordable Housing’ to be amended to ‘be included in the Council Development Plan’.  With this correction the minutes of the meeting held on 15th January 2018 were approved by Alistair McFadzean and seconded by Archie Anderson.
3. POLICE REPORT

Colin welcomed PC Hayley McKerlie to the meeting.  An update was given since the previous meeting was held in January.  No crimes to report around the local area however, there was a house break-in within Thornhill, nothing was taken but it was apparent that the property had been searched.  PC McKerlie advised Members that they could inform the Police if they were going away and that Officers working the nightshift could undertake a sweep of the area by car during their routine patrols.  There was also report of a serious sexual assault in Thornhill along with the very sad death of a young boy, namely Ross Cook in Sanquhar.  The defibrillator previously reported as stolen in Moniaive has yet to be recovered.  There is presently a 16 year old boy missing from Thornhill Care Home who has been missing for the past 8 days, this investigation is still ongoing.  Lately there has been a lot of work involved within Children’s Homes throughout Dumfries and Galloway.  Due to the snow and icy weather there has been one or 2 road traffic accidents but this number has been down on last year.  Closeburn has asked the Police to mark up their defibrillator with Smart Water.  PC McKerlie offered to mark up the defibrillator for Dunscore on Tuesday 20th February.  Colin thanked PC McKerlie for attending. 
4. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES

a.  Speed signs and Funding Update
Alistair gave an update re: the Speed Signs.  He visited the Council who directed him to the Roads Department.  They advised them that they had installed a set of signs in Isle Steps and that they could install the ones at Dunscore which would save on the VAT.  If they install it, they will clean it periodically on our behalf but not maintain it and that it should also be insured.  The grant of £1,750 that has previously been awarded to the Community Council should be spent before the new tax year in April – Action:  Colin to investigate.  Gavin gave an update on obtaining temporary signs and advised that in terms of the yellow signs for Events etc, these could be bought fairly cheaply.  He was unable to obtain speed signs but has been in contact with a supplier and to-date is awaiting a response – Action:  Gavin to give an update at the next meeting. 
b. Manhole at the Bottom of Church Crescent and Grit bins
Colin sent out many emails regarding this ongoing issue and is still awaiting the outcome of the requested repairs.  Allan also visited the Council in Dumfries on behalf of the Community Council.  He advised Members that the contact telephone number on the grit bins no longer exists.  If Members wish to discuss the bins they are to contact the main Council number and give the grit box number which can be located on each bin.
c.   Affordable Housing – ‘Development Plan’
Colin said that the Development Plan is in the 3rd or 4th phase.  They general consensus is that this is a very good idea, especially for both the village and school.  Kate asked if all the proposed housing was affordable or if it would be a percentage of the houses.  Colin advised that if a Housing Association sponsored this scheme then they would be affordable otherwise it would then go to a developer but it was not yet near this stage and that the more people that support this idea by writing in etc the better.
d.   Horse Access – Old Railway Line
Kate advised that she had made contact with Mr Crawford who said that had no objections and was very happy to put a gate in.  Allan advised that Mr Warton has said no but if the people in question wanted the access and they were willing to drain it and erect a fence then that would be fine.  The lady said that she would be willing to contribute.  Allan wondered if some of the walkers who use the footpath could also be involved.  Kate thought that the Project could be quite expensive – Action:  Colin to contact the footpath people.

5. FINANCIAL UPDATE

Joe gave a financial update as follows:-
Community Council - £1179.42

Tom Carrick Fund - £9,728.23

Dalswinton Wind Farm - £176.17

Harestanes Fund - £0

Gardening - £0

To date there is still no funding from the Council re: the Admin Grant.  Colin proposed that it was now time to look at applying for grants and it was further noted that the application forms had been amended to include how much money is presently in the bank when applying for a grant.
6.  New Business
a.  Grit Bin for Lochend Terrace
In response to a call from residents in Lochend Terrace Colin had requested a bin at the foot of Lochend Terrace.
b.  Data Protection
Colin advised that if information is distributed via email that the Community Council should pay for an annual Data Protection Licence at the cost of £35.  Joe said that in the past he used to receive invoices but over time they have stopped sending them.  Action:  Colin to send an email.
c.  Review of Amended Scheme of Establishment for Community Councils Consultation  

 Phase 3
Members opted to invite a representative to attend one of our future meetings to talk us through it – Action:  Colin to invite.
7. Any Other Competent Business
a. Leaflet from Scottish Power
Colin showed a leaflet he had received from Scottish Power re: Energy Networks.  Alistair said that it was worth attending and that they were also distributing a bag of goodies which contains useful items.
b. Fibre Optic Broadband Rollout – Open Reach
Kate noted that faster broadband is due to come to Drumpark this coming June.  She said that if you access their site and key in your postcode which will list when your area is timescaled for an upgrade for faster mobile/broadband cover.  Hopefully this upgrade will improve coverage in and around Dunscore which at present is not good.
c. Wood Wagons

Carrie noted that there have been wood lorries going through the village and enquired if there has ever been an agreement about them not entering or leaving the village i.e. them taking an alternative route.  Allan said that when Jill Dykes was Councillor there was an agreement in place but was unsure if this still stood – Action: Colin to contact Councillor Andrew Wood to see if this was still the case.
d. Water on the Roads

Alistair had mentioned floods at Moat Road End.  It was flooding across the road which Councillor Wood had previously cleared, however the owners re-laid the turf which resulted in it being blocked up again.  If you are in a vehicle and approach the corner to Nethergribton there is water consistently on the road which is not washing away – Action:  Colin and Councillor Wood to investigate.  David also noted that there no longer appears to be people to check the water on the roads which is a local issue.  Joe also advised that there is water at Kelliston which has become worse since the installation of a new pipe.

8. DATE FOR FUTURE MEETINGS
The next meeting will be held on 2nd April 2018. 
Colin thanked everyone for attending and gave thanks to Mrs Alison Borthwick for serving the Fair Trade teas and coffees.  He also gave thanks to everyone for helping to clear the snow during the recent bad weather.  The meeting closed at 8.25pm.
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