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DUNSCORE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 18 March 2013 at 7.30pm in Glenriddell Hall.

Present: Colin Mitchell (Chairman); Archie Anderson (Vice Chairman), Janet Johnstone (Secretary)  Community Council Members – William Crawford, Michael Doyle,  Kate Duffin,  Morag McKie, David Marshall,  Walter Patterson,  Allan Todd, Alistair McFadzean

Also Present –  Ian Harvey, D & G Police, John Craig, Whiteside.

The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed everyone present.

1. APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from: Councillor Jim Dempster  and Joe Cook, Treasurer

2. MINUTES OF MEETING OF  4 FEBRUARY 2013

Minutes of meeting of 4 February 2012 were  AGREED, proposed by David Marshall and seconded by Kate Duffin. .   

3. POLICE REPORT

PC Ian Harvey reported on one heating oil theft.  Speed checks had been carried out in the Dunscore area and warnings had been given to motorists. There had also been a minor road traffic accident.  Recruiting for special constables was ongoing and also the winter anti-crime campaign.  There was no update on Neighbourhood Watch.  There were concerns that there was no visible sign of the community police in the area.  Members queried whether armed police was necessary in the new police set up.  

It was AGREED Chief Superintendent  Kate Thompson should be invited to attend a future meeting of the Community Council.   PC Harvey then left the meeting.

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES

Thanks were given to those who had arranged the floodlighting of the church.

ROAD GRITTING

Bins were still required for Edgarton, Whitedykes.

YOUTH FOOTBALL IN SCHOOL PARK

Thanks had been received from Sean Lancaster and Adam Johnstone.

PURCHASE OF BENCHES

Benches had been purchased and would be positioned when weather was suitable. 

TOM CARRICK LEGACY  

Meeting of Committee has now taken place when the following was agreed:

CLOCK – maintenance would be as required with no specific sum set aside for this.  This decision to be ratified at next Council meeting.

SCHOOL – agreed that musical instruments could be provided.  A letter of request would be required from the school.

MEMORIAL TREE – agreed an oak tree would be a fitting tribute.

SCHOOL PRIZE – agreed it would be appropriate to provide funding for  school prize.   Chairman to speak to the school on these matters. 

PLANNING UPDATES – John Craig had asked to speak to the Community Council in relation to windfarm applications.   It was noted that the planning application for anometers had been referred to the Scottish Government. William Crawford to draft a letter of enquiry on this application.

DEMPSTERTON FOOTPATH  - Core paths details were now on the Dumfries & Galloway Council website.

BUS SERVICE, NEWTONAIRDS – This change could become permanent but consultation with the Traffic Commissioner and parents of children using the service will be necessary.

DUN WOOD – Felling was now complete and wood would be replanted with hardwood species. 

BROADBAND – Updates

David Marshall is keeping in touch with local Community Councils on this subject.  Mairi Henderson, Scottish Enterprise to be invited to attend the next meeting and speak on this subject.  

SITE VISIT – This would take place on Monday 25 March at 1.30pm.  Scott Grant, Dumfries & Galloway Council would be in attendance.

4th PERIODIC REVIEW OF SCHEME FOR ESTABLISHMENT  OF COMMUNITY COUNCILS – This was still being considered. Chairman and William Crawford to liaise on this.

REQUEST FROM RESEARCH STUDENT – Chairman and two members met with this lady who was carrying out windfarm research on landscape.  A synopsis of the meeting would be produced in due course.

5. FINANCIAL UPDATE

Joe Cook, Treasurer, was unable to attend the meeting and no financial update was available.    David Marshall voiced his displeasure at this and asked that financial updates be available at all meetings 

6. WELFARE REFORM – Secretary reported on her attendance at a Welfare Reform Seminar hosted by Russell Brown, MP on Thursday 21 March 2013.

7. PLANNING UPDATES – Already reported in matters arising.

8. PROPOSED LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN – Individual responses have been submitted.

9. COMMUNITY RESILENCE – A survey is being carried out in relation to potholes and responses to complaints.

10. INSURANCE COVERAGE IN RELATION TO LETS OF HALL

Kate Duffin had done some research and advised that she could get coverage for 12 events for £142 – this allows 100 people to attend each event.

It was noted that the Hall Committee had insurance for public liability and would do research on further insurance cover.   Dunscore Action Group would also make enquiries.

11. SPEDDOCH HALL – Noted that previous users of Speddoch prior to the fire were now making use of Glenriddel Hall.  Speddoch had insurance cover and a complete rebuild is now being considered.

12. COMMUNITY CLOCK – The plaque will now be changed to acknowledge recent restoration work.

13. ADMIN GRANTS TO COMMUNITY COUNCILS – Chairman to request that admin grants to community councils be increased.  Present grant does not cover costs incurred.

14. YOUTH REPRESENTATION ON DUNSCORE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

David Marshall felt it would be good to get a youth perspective on the Community Council.   Requests for representatives would be made to Rock Solid and advertised on the Dunscore website.  

ANY OTHER COMPETENT BUSINESS

1..WINDFARM FUNDING  - Applications for funding to be submitted to the Secretary by April22 and would be considered at the meeting on 29 April 2013.

2. SCOTTISH WATER –  Another burst had occurred and David McMath, Scottish Water, had advised that repair work would be carried out in the new financial year – April 2013. 
3. WINDFARM INFORMATION – John Craig updated members on windfarm activity and planning in relation to the area.   John was thanked for his presentation. 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting will be 29 April  2013.

Meeting closed at 9.30pm     

