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DUNSCORE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 15th December 2014 at 7.30pm in The Flying Pig, Dunscore
Present:  Colin Mitchell (Chairman), Archie Anderson (Vice Chair) Joe Cook (Treasurer) Community Council Members –  Michael Doyle, Alistair McFadzean,   Allan Todd,  William Crawford, Kate Duffin  Walter Patterson. Hugh Hannay, Morag McKie, and Anne Hart.
Also Present – Councillor Dykes, Mr & Mrs Lowery (Fairtrade), Roy Spence, PC Kerrie Smith and ?
The  Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed everyone present. Thanks were given to Mr & Mrs Lowery for providing Fair Trade coffee.
1. APOLOGIES

Janet Johnstone (Secretary), Mr & Mrs Coutts, Councillor Wood
2. ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF MEETING OF 3rd November 2014
Minutes of meeting of 3rd November 2014 were approved - proposed by William Crawford seconded by Kate Duffin.  
3. POLICE REPORT

PC Smith informed the group that there were no crimes to report. Discussion of the following issues took place:
Use of local roads by cyclists, extension of 20mph zone, rogue traders and parking problems near the primary school. The Primary School traffic problem will be discussed with the School at the next Parents Council meeting (Action :Colin)
5. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES
· Purchase of a grit spreader(s) – possible types of spreader had been researched. The choice was narrowed down to 2 possible types costing between £600 and £795. The Tom Carrick fund committee members agreed that the purchase of 1 gritter should go ahead initially. Councillor Dykes will discuss the issue with D&G Council and report back. ACTION – Councillor Dykes and Colin 
· Flooding at Newtonairds – The chairman had written to the owner of the farm next to the river but not reply had yet been received

· Surgery Lights – the light are now turned off much earlier
· Harestanes Windfarm benefit – Alastair McFadzean is now a director of the Annandale and Nithsdale Community Benefit Company that has been formed to handle the funds from this wind farm. Initially we will receive a lump sum of £4000 and £2000 annually thereafter. A large “pot” of money will be allocated from applications by the directors of the Annandale and Nithsdale Community Benefit Company. The chairman thanked Alastair for agreeing to become a director. The form agreeing to the conditions of receiving funds will be completed and returned ACTION : Colin and Joe
· Repairs at the junction of the Black Brae and the Holm Road – these have now taken place and the Council was thanked for the excellent repair. Flooding on the Holm Road was noted. This is being caused by a faulty field drain. The landowner will deal with this problem.

6. Financial report

 There had been no transactions since our last meeting. The funds are as follows:
· Community Council funds - £583.61

· Tom Carrick fund – £12,906.95

· Windfarm fund - £1461.08
7. POST OFFICE – The owner of the Post Office supplying PO services to Dunscore had contacted the Hall Committee to inform them that he could no longer pay the rent and would have to reduce the payments in 2015. He receives a lowered rate already and the Hall Committee could not afford to subsidise the service in the long term although he has been given until March to try to resolve the problem.
Research will be carried out to determine the use of the PO in the village. The matter will be considered by the Community Council once the data is available.

LOCH URR WINDFARM PLANNING APPLICATION – EON(the windfarm applicants) have submitted the plans for the proposed wind farm at Loch Urr. Objections / comments have to be submitted by 12th January. We agreed to hold a public meeting in the Glenriddell Hall on Wednesday 7th January at 7.30pm. We will include a short AGM also.
We agreed that whilst the meeting will be open to all, only those within our Community Council area will be permitted to speak. In addition the land owner, Eon and the Save Loch Urr group will be invited to speak.

Issues regarding vested interests and voting rights will be clarified.

Information about the meeting will be publicised by e mail, posters and word of mouth.

AOCB

· Councillor Dykes enquired about the Flying Pig. Joe reported that the Community Pub was making a profit but customer numbers had dropped probably in response to the new drink driving limit

· Councillor Wood had sent information about various issues.

DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

 February 2nd, March 16th, April 27th, June 8th, July 13th
